
 
 
 
1.What is Britannica Online 
 
Encyclopaedia Britannica Online includes  
 Encyclopaedia Britannica 
 Britannica Student Encyclopaedia 
 Britannica Elementary Encyclopaedia 
 Britannica Concise Encyclopaedia  
 Britannica Book of the Year,  
 Merriam-Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary and Thesaurus 
 Britannica Internet Guide (links to web sites) 

 
Access is provided to more than 118,000 articles, over 14,000 illustrations 
and more than 215,000 entries in the Dictionary and Thesaurus. 
  
2. How to find Britannica Online 

 From ALIS home page 
 Click on Online Services 
 Click on Reference Databases 
 Click on Encyclopaedia Britannica 

You should see the following screen 
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3.How to Search Encyclopaedias 
a) Searching 
 
The search area is the main part of the home page as below 
 

  
 
 
 Enter your keyword or phrase into the search box (Question is a less 

useful option) 
 Select which Encyclopaedia/s you wish to search by clicking in the tick box 

alongside (Leaving them all blank means Encyclopaedia Britannica, 
Britannica Student Encyclopaedia and the Internet Guide will be searched) 

and Click on  
 
b) Search Results 
The results of your search are displayed as below 
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Each heading is an article in the corresponding encyclopaedia. The initial part 
of the article follows to give further information as to the content of the article. 
 
 Click on the encyclopaedia heading to see the full article. Go to c)Article 

page 
or 
 Click on the web’s best sites headings to be linked to that web site. This 

opens a new window, which can be closed when you have finished with 
that web site. 

 
Clicking on the blue arrow next to each encyclopaedia article saves the article 
to your ‘Workspace’ for the duration of your session allowing you to return to 
and view it later  
 
c) Article Page 
 
The full article can be seen here.  
 
An email and print facility is also provided. 
 

  
Clicking here produces the article without all the unnecessary graphics. 
You then need to click on File and print from the menu bar.  
You can use Print Preview to find out how many pages will print. 
 

  
 Enter the email address to which you are sending in the Send to box 
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4. Searching the Dictionary and Thesaurus 
 
Go back to the Britannica Online home page 
 

 
 Enter your word in the relevant search box and click on  to go to the 

dictionary definition or synonymous words. 
 Double-clicking on a word elsewhere within the encyclopaedia allows you 

to see its dictionary and thesaurus entry. 
 
5. Browse Britannica Online 
 
Go to the Britannica Online home page 
 
There are several options, which allow you to browse Britannica Online 
 
 A-Z Browse of the encyclopaedia in it’s traditional alphabetical 

arrangement 
 Subject Browse  - find information by subject areas. The top levels are art, 

history, society, religion, science, technology, mathematics, and 
philosophy  

 World Atlas – find information by country using the interactive maps 
 Year in Review Browse - find information on events and people since 1998 
 Timeline Browse – Choose the encyclopaedia from which you would like 

information from topics in the time line  
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